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 “Instead ‘of ‘breaking - ground
An unusual ground-breaking| We may be ‘breaking the exit
ceremony. is plgnned thf: :végﬁ 'booth,” says Robert F. Fried.

at the- West Street 'M.B.T.A.|imann;-president. of. the Free-
exit on Boston Common, «dom Trail Foundation, which
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The

%round.tbreakin'g cere-
mony -

11 inaugurate the tear

calls “an unattractive, - old-
fashioned structure—the presé
ent M.B.T.A, exit” and  the

office,

ly by the M\B.T.A, and a spe-
clal city fund administered by
the Dept, of Parks, will be 26’
by 26' and. will stand near the
fountain on Tremont Street.

of the M.B/T.A, on one side
of the building, visitors and
students on the trail of Bos-

asking questions at the infor-

- The information seekers will

be given Freedom Trail book-
lets describing the 15 historical
sites organized into a 11 mile
walking tour, Nearly two mil~
lion copies of the booklet,
which outlines the way from

Boston Common to Old North

has' beeri the driving force in’ .
creating a’ tourists’ information+-
booth: on the Common. . . v

ing down of what Friedmann |

building of a new combination §
subway exit and information j

The building, financed joint-

While Bostonlans hurry out 3

ton’s historical heritage will be ;

mation booth on the other side. ¢
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Church, have been. . printed
since ‘1958 when the Freedom
Tiuil project was initiated by
the Chamber of Commerce and
Advertising Club of Greater
Boston, . )

The visitors' information
booth has been a community
effort run by voluntary con-
tributions of time and money.
Ironically, one of the most en-
thusiastic workers — Freedom
Trail | Foundation ~president
Friedmann—is an : “import.”
He was born in Czechoslovakia
and settled in Boston in 1947..

“When I came here I was
amazed that the community
didn’t make much fuss about
its historical treasures,”
Friedmann told The Globe re-
cently., “Most of the sites were
in disrespectful anonymity, I
had & hard time even finding
them.”

He said tourist attendance
has grown from about 40,000
a year to over 500,000 since
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promotion of the | Freedom
Trail was started. “The big
difference  between walking
the Freedom Trail and making
the museum circuit is that it's
a living | trail, the sites are
not roped off, they're still
used,” Friedmann said, “You
can go and worship at North
Church where the lanterns
were hung for Paul Revere,
and Old Ironsides is still used
as a navy training headquar-
ters.” ’ .

i Friedmann said he hopes the
iinformation booth will en-
'courage visitors by making
them feel “more welcome.”,
Besides material on the Free-
dom Trail, the booth will pro-
vide “information on hotels,
restaurants and entertainment
activities.

The Freedom Trail Founda-
tion hopes to have the name
of the new M.BT.A. exit
changed from West Street to
Freedom Trail. They are also
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working on installing broad-
cast units at each site. This
would allow visitors to de-
posit a coin in a sound box,
dial 2 language and then hear
a pre-recorded tape describing
the history of the monument,

But the next important proje
ect after the booth is built,
Friedmann said, is standard-
ization of the holrs the sites
are open., -At-present, many
open ‘and close at different
hours. This is because some
are privately owned, others-
are government operated and
some are “just there,” Fried-
mann said.



